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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2023

DAY AFTER INDICTMENT FILED ON ALLEGED PLOT TO KILL PANNUN

Govt quashes US charge, says 'it's
matter of concern, not our policy’

SHUBHAIJIT ROY
New Delhi, November 30

IN FIRST REMARKS after US
federal prosecutorsaccused an
Indian official of planningand
directing a plot from India to
kill Khalistan separatist Gur-
patwant Singh Pannun in New
York, the government said
Thursday it was a “matter of
concern”and “contrary to gov-
ernment policy”.

Responding to questions
while briefing reporters on the
Prime Minister’s visit to Dubai
for the COP28 conference,
Arindam Bagchi, spokesperson
for the Ministry of External
Affairs,said,“Asregards the case
against an individual that has
been filed in a US court,
allegedly linking him to an
Indian official, thisisa matterof
concern. We have said, and let
me reiterate, that this is also
contrarytogovernment policy.”

“As we have informed ear-
lier, during the course of dis-
cussions with the US on bilat-
eral security cooperation, the
US side shared some inputs
pertaining to nexus between
organized criminals, gun run-
ners, terrorists and others. We
take suchinputsseriously,and
a high-level enquiry commit-
tee has been constituted to
look into all the relevant
aspects of the matter and nec-
essary follow-up action will be
taken based on the findings of
the enquiry committee. We
cannot share any furtherinfor-
mation on such security mat-
ters,”he said.

“The nexus between orga-
nized crime, trafficking, gun
running and extremists at an
international level is also a
serious issue for law enforce-
mentagencies to consider.Itis
precisely for this reason that a
high-level enquiry committee
has been constituted. We will
obviously be guided by its
results,”the MEA spokesperson

said.

In Canada, Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau said, “The news
coming out of the United
States further underscores
what we have been talking
about from theverybeginning,
which is that India needs to
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NSA Doval with US counterpart Jake Sullivan in Washington
onJanuary 31. The two met again in Jeddah in August. riLerHoTo

take this seriously. The Indian
government needs to work
with us to ensure that we are
getting to the bottom of this.”

Trudeausaid that Canadian
authorities have been working
closely with their American
counterparts since August on
allegations about the Indian
government’s involvement in
Hardeep Singh Nijjar’s killing
on June 18 in British Columbia
province.

In New Delhi, MEA
spokesperson Bagchi said,
“Insofar as Canada is con-
cerned, they have consistently
given space to anti-India
extremistsandviolence.Thatis
at the heart of the issue. Our
diplomatic representatives
haveborne the brunt of this.So
we expect the Government of
Canadatolive up to theiroblig-
ations under the Vienna Con-
vention on Diplomatic Rela-
tions. We have also seen
interference in our internal
affairs. This is obviously unac-
ceptable’”

In an indictment filed by
the US Department of Justice
in a federal court in Manhat-
tan, federal prosecutors have
accused an Indian official of
planning and directing a plot
tokill Pannun in New York.The
plotallegedlyinvolved another
Indian citizen and two individ-
uals, a source and a hitman,
who turned out to be under-
cover US officers.

The Indian official,accord-
ing to the indictment, was
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working with a 52-year-old
Indian citizen Nikhil Gupta,
also known as Nick, who was
arrested by Czech authorities
on June 30 this year and has
been charged with murder-for-
hireand conspiracyto commit
murder-for-hire. Each count
carries a maximum statutory
penalty of 10 years in prison.

The indictment refers to
the June 18 murder,by masked
gunmen, of Nijjar. The indict-
mentsaid,“Later that evening,
the Indian official sent Gupta
a video clip showing Nijjar’s
bloody body slumped in his
vehicle. Gupta replied that he
wished he had personally con-
ducted the killing and asked
the Indian official for permis-
sion to go to the field”

“The Indian  official
responded that “secrecy (is)
important,”’and “(i)t’s betteryou
do not get involved in action.”
Approximately one hour later,
the Indian official sent Gupta
the street address of Pannun’s
residence in New York City”

It said Gupta forwarded the
video clip showing Nijjar’s
bloodybody to the confidential
and the undercover officer
minutes afterreceiving it from
the Indian official.

“Soon after, on or about
June 19, Gupta spoke with the
undercover officer by audio
call,and Guptatold the under-
cover officer that Nijjar ‘was
also the target’ but that Nijjar
was ‘#4,#3’on thelist,and ‘not
to worry (because) we have so

Sullivan first raised Pannun
matter with Doval in Jeddah

SHUBHAIJIT ROY
New Delhi, November 30

WHEN US NSA Jake Sulli-
van met NSA Ajit Doval in
August in Jeddah on the
sidelinesofameetingonthe
Russia-Ukraine war, it was
the first time that the US
administration brought up
atthehighestlevel theissue
of the alleged plot to Kkill
Khalistan separatist Gur-
patwant Singh Pannun, The
Indian Express haslearnt.

The two NSAs were in
Saudi Arabia for the meet-
ing,which was attended by
about 40 countries.

It is learnt that when
Sullivan raised the issue
during the meeting on
August 5-6, Doval sought
more information on the
matter,and conveyed that
theIndian government can
onlyinvestigateif thereare
specific details about an
alleged plot and not just
some chatter on messaging
platforms, sources said.

The NSAs,who had met
once in February for the Ini-
tiative on Critical and
Emerging Technologies
dialogue,and again twicein
Juneintherun-uptoPrime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to the US and during
the visit, had developed a
“working rapport”, but the
meeting ended on a “we-
will-get-back-to-you”note.

A week or so later,
around India’s Indepen-
dence Day, CIA Director
William J Burns — aveteran
US diplomat, he retired as
US Deputy Secretary of

many targets,we have somany
targets. But the good news is
this,the good newsis this: now
no need to wait,” the indict-
ment said.

Separately, Gupta also held
an audio call with the source,
during which he confirmed

Stateinthe Obamaadmin-
istration — came to India
and shared some initial
information gathered by
the US agencies, and told
Indian authorities that it
was still “work in progress”.

Burns met the entire
top brass in the Indian
establishment, including
NSA Doval, R&AW chief
Ravi Sinha, to convey the
serious nature of the infor-
mation they were gather-
ing.

The Indian side again
asked them to give them
more information before
they could act officially on
a matter so sensitive.

Sources said the Cana-
dian National Security and
Intelligence Advisor Jody
Thomas also came around
that time in mid-August,
and also met Doval and the
top brass of the intelli-
gence agencies. Before
Canadian Prime Minister
Trudeau’sallegation about
a potential Indian govern-
ment link to the killing of
Khalistan separatist Hard-
eep Singh Nijjar, Jody
Thomas made two trips to
India in August and again
during the G20 summit in
September.

The Indian side, how-
ever, made a clear distinc-
tion between the US and
Canada: the stance with
the USwas that theywould
look into the inputs, while
they told their Canadian
counterparts that if they
had anything specific, they
should share the informa-
tion.

that Nijjar was the target that
he had previously mentioned
asthe potential Canadian“job”
stating: “This is the guy, I send
you thevideo... We didn’t give
to (the undercover officer) this
job, so some other guy did this
job...in Canada’”
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Congress urges
prompt action
on US charge

MANOJC G
New Delhi, November 30

ADAY AFTERTHE US Justice
Department claimed thatan
Indian intelligence official
directed an unsuccessful
plot to kill a US-Canadian
citizen on its soil -- believed
to be Khalistani separatist
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun -
- senior leaders of the Con-
gress said the matter was of
“grave concern” and asked
the government to address
the US charges with alacrity
and absolute sincerity.

At stake, they said, is not
just the security of India but
New Delhi’s relationship
with democracies in the
world. The Congress, offi-
cially, did not react, prefer-
ring to wait for a statement
from the government, but
leaders of the party told The
Indian Express that the issue
requires a transparentinves-
tigation.

The Congress and the
government were largely on
the same page when Cana-
dian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau pointed to the
"potential” involvement of
Indian agents in the killing
of Khalistani separatist
leader Hardeep Singh Nijjar
in June.

Talking to The Indian
Express, former External
Affairs Minister Salman
Khurshid said the allegations
bythe US are worrisome given
that therelationship between
New Delhi and Washington
has been excellent, unlike
India-Canada ties.

“When it happened with
Canada, we (India) reacted
and said this is nonsense,
thisis rubbish, but there was
a concern that the Five Eyes
were sort of agreeing with
Canada that there was need
for some clarification and
need for some investigation.
We, of course, are still con-
tinuing to say that Canada
has not given us enough evi-
dence. There is no way of us
judging from outside the
government as to how much
of this is correct.”

“Butinisolation one inci-

nothing pending from Centre

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Bengaluru, November 30

UNION FINANCE MINISTER
Nirmala Sitharaman on Thurs-
day said thereis“nothing pend-
ing” from the central govern-
ment to Karnataka and the
National Disaster Response
Fund (NDRF) for the drought
relief to the state, which is due,
will be decided once the high-
power committee decides.
Shesaid because Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has been
chief ministerof astate formore

than 10years,he knows what it
isforstatestogettheirmoneyin
time.“Thestate government can
throw the allegations. He can
send me the letter and much
before the letter reaches me he
can put it in social media, the
ministerorthe CM.AndIsaynot
justthisin Bengaluru,I’veeven,
two days ago,when Iwasin Ker-
ala, I said that,” she said in
response to the Congress gov-
ernment alleging delay in
release of central funds to Kar-
nataka.

“There is nothing pending

F | CM Siddaramaiah had last month

alleged that the Centre has not
released funds for 61 central
schemes and slashed the state’s

tax share, resulting in a
¥45,000-crore loss since 2020

from ourside for Karnataka,I’'m
a MP from the state, I have a
responsibility also. Well if the
state doesn’t send me the
required paper, I will keep wait-
ingforthe papertosendit.Ican’t
send moneywithoutauthorisa-

tion of the accountant general.
So that’s the truth behind any
allegation, the allegation with-
out facts in them,” the FM
added.

Chief minister Siddarama-
iah had last month alleged that

Congress and the
government were largely
on the same page when
Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau pointed to
the "potential”
involvement of Indian
agents in the killing of
Khalistani separatist
leader Hardeep Singh
Nijjar in June

dent and one event in
Canadaetcetccanbe under-
stood that there may be a dif-
ference of perception and
that is causing this trouble.
But now this is coming from
the US... It is worrisome.
Unlike our relations with
Canada, which have been a
little strained and stressed in
the past, our relations with
the US have been very
smooth and very good,” he
said.

“All I can say at this stage
isthat the government must
address this with alacrity
and with absolute sincerity.
Becauseitisnotanissuelim-
ited to the security of our
country. It is also an issue
which concerns our relation-
shipwith democraciesin the
world and therefore we have
to be absolutely clear and
directin finding solutions to
this. We must talk to the
Americans, we must ask
them to share with us every-
thing they have and we must
put alid on this as quickly as
possible,” he said.

Senior Congress leader
and Lok Sabha MP Shashi
Tharoor echoed this. “It is a
matter of grave concern that
warrants a comprehensive
internal inquiry,” he said.
Senior Congress leader P Chi-
dambaram said he would
wait for the government to
come out with a statement.

“It has appointed a Com-
mittee but otherwise it is
tight-lipped. Let’s wait for a
statement,” he said. Congress
communication head Jairam
Ramesh too preferred
silence for now.

the BJP-led Union government
has burdened our state by not
releasing fundsfor 61 centrally-
sponsored schemes across 23
departments and slashing Kar-
nataka’s tax share,resultingina
%45,000-croreloss since 2020.

To add to that, Sitharaman
decided not to approve the
%5,495-crore special grant that
was promised,he had posted on
X.Responding to a question on
the release of NDRF funds for
drought relief to Karnataka,
Sitharaman said, "For NDREF,
thereisa committee.The Home
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EKTRACT OF UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND HALF YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30,

2023

(Rs. in crores except for EPS)

Particulars

Standalone

Consolidated

Quarter Ended

6 Month Ended

Year Ended

Quarter Ended

6 MonthEnded

Year Ended

30.06.2023
UNAUDITED

30.09.2022
UNAUDITED

30.09.2023
UNAUDITED

30.09.2022
UMAUDITED

31.03.2023
AUDITED

30.09.2023
UNAUDITED

30.09.2022
UNAUDITED

30.06.2023
UNAUDITED

30.09.2043 30.09.2022
UNAUDITED UNAUDITED

31.03.2023
AUDITED

on Thursday.
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The above i an extract of e detaded format of fnancial results fior Quarter and Half year ended September 30, 2023 fled with the Siock Exchange under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations And Disciosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015

The full format of the said results are avadable on the website of BSE at www bsaindia com and on Company website at www proteantech.in
2. The above Financial Results for the peniod Quarter and Half year ended September 30, 2023 have bean reviewed by tha Audit Committee and Board of Directors in their meeting held on November 30, 2023

Place : Mumbai
Date : November 30, 2023

For and on behalf of Protean eGov Technologies Limited
(formerly NSDL e-Governance Infrastructure Limited)

Suresh Sethi
Managing Director & CEO
DIN: 06426040

away, he said.
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Poor, women,
farmers, youth
L biggest
castes for me
says PM

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
New Delhi, November 30

WITH THE OPPOSITION fram-
ing the 2024 Lok Sabha poll bat-
tle around caste census, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
Thursday that he considers the
poor,youth,womenand farmers
as the“biggest castes” and uplift
of these fourwill make the coun-
try developed.

Interactingwithbeneficiaries
of Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra, the
Prime Minister said, “Mere liye
desh ki sabse badi chaar jatiyan
hain.Mereliye sabsebadijaatihai
garib. Mere liye sabse badi jaati
haiyuva,mereliye sabsebadijaati
hai mahilayen. Mere liye sabse
badijaatihaikisan.(Forme,there
are four biggest castes in the
country.Forme,thebiggest caste
is the poor. For me, the biggest
caste is the youth, the biggest
caste is women. For me, the
biggest caste is farmers).”

“In char jatiyon ka utthan hi
Bharat ko viksit banayega. Agar
chaar ka ho jayega to iska matlab
sabkahojayega.(Onlythe uplift of
these four castes will make India
developed.And if it happens to
thesefour,itmeansitwillhappen
toeveryone); hesaid.

Modi said he wants to
improve the living standard of
every poor person, irrespective
of birth status.

“Any poor person in this
country,irrespective of hisbirth
status, I have to improve his
standard of livingand bringhim
out of poverty.Iwant to provide
new opportunities for employ-
ment and self-employment to
any youth of this country, irre-
spective of their caste. Any
woman in this country, irre-
spective of her caste,I want to
empower her, reduce the diffi-
cultiesin herlife...

Any farmer of this country,
irrespective of his caste,Ihave to
increase his income, I have to
increase his capacity.I want to
modernise his farming...,” the
Prime Minister said.“Be it the
poor,theyouth,women orfarm-
ers,] am not going to rest until I
get rid of their difficulties. Bless
me so that I can work with that
much powerand getrid of all the
problems of these four castes,’
hesaid.

Karnataka drought relief delay charges: FM says

Ministerlooksintoit.Ihad Min-
ister (Revenue Minister of Kar-
nataka) Krishna Byre Gowda
comeand meet me.Even therel
explained to him saying the
money whichever is being
decided will be -- and the SDRF
money is in the hands of the
state government to spend.”

Stating that it's not as if
NDRFmoneywill not come,she
said, "the assessment team, the
technical team, they all came
and made a team assessment,
they've submitted to the high
powered committee.

India performing
better than many
developed nations on
SDGs: Bibek Debroy

INDIA HAS BEEN performing relatively well as
compared to many developed nations with regards
to achieving Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), Economic Advisory Council to the Prime
Minister (EAC-PM) Chairman Bibek Debroy said

Addressing a workshop organised by G20 Sus-
tainable Finance Working Group here, Debroy said
developed countries have lost interest in SDGs,
supposed to be achieved by 2030.

"India has been performing well relative to
other countries in achieving SDGs... In terms of
concrete action, from the rest of the world as a
country, India is not going to gain very much in so
farasachieving the SDGs are concerned," he said.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
wasadopted byall United Nations Member Statesin
2015, which provides a shared blueprint for peace
and prosperity for people and the planet."Compared
toso-called developed countries,all countries are off
track but India is less off track,"he said.

According to him,developed countries have lost
interest in SDGs.There are several reasons for that
-- protectionism, domestic economic problems,
geopolitical issues, which show no signs are going

However, he said SDGs are important as these
arein conformitywith India's developmental goals.

Some of SDGs goals include no poverty, zero
hunger, good health and wellbeing, quality edu-
cation, gender equality, clean water and sanita-
tion, affordable and clean energy, decent work
and economic growth, industry, innovation and

—PTI
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